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more or less taken up by the parties concerned. Those who could
not or would not, retired from the Congress. I do not propose to
trace the chequered career of the non-co-operation movement.
Though not a single boycott was anywhere near completion, every
one of them had undoubtedly the effect of diminishing the prestige
of the particular institutions boycotted.

The most important boycott was the boycott of violence.
Whilst it appeared at one time to be entirely successful, it was soon
discovered that the non-violence was only skin-deep. It was the
passive non-violence of helplessness, not the enlightened non-violence
of resourcefulness. The result was an eruption of intolerance against
those who did not non-co-operate. This was violence of a subtler
type. In spite, however, of this grave defect I make bold to say
that the propaganda of non-violence checked the outbreak of physical
violence which would certainly have broken out, had not non-
violent non-co-operation come into being. It is my deliberate
conviction that non-violent non-co-operation has given to the people
a consciousness of their strength. It has brought to the surface the
hidden powers in the people of resistance through suffering. It has
caused an awakening among the masses which perhaps no other
method could have.

Though, therefore, non-violent non-co-operation has not
brought us swaraj, though it has brought about certain deplorable
results and though the institutions that were sought to be boycotted
are still flourishing, in my humble opinion, non-violent non-co-
operation as a means of attaining political freedom has come to
stay andjthat even its partial success has brought us nearer sWaraj.
There is no mistaking the fact that the capacity for suffering for
the sake of a cause must advance it.

A HALT

But we are face to face with a situation that compels us to
cry halt* For, Whilst individuals hold firmly to their belief in non-
co-operation, the majority of those who are immediately concerned
have practically lost faith in it, with the exception of boycott of
foreign cloth. Scores of lawyers have resumed practice. Some
even regret having ever given it up. Many who had given up
Councils have returned to them and the number of those who be-
lieve in Council-entry is on the increase. Hundreds of boys and
Xg^ls who gave up Government schools and colleges have repented of
', j&w: action and have returned to them. I hear that Government
caji hardly cope with the demand for admission.
circuinaslances, tji^e boycotts cannot be worked as part of

